WEST HORNDON PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: - Kim Harding – 27 Cadogan Avenue, West Horndon, Brentwood CM13 3TU
Tel:  07756 962034  E-mail:  whpc.parishclerk@gmail.com   www.westhorndonparishcouncil.org.uk
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WEST HORNDON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 31st OCTOBER 2024, AT 7.30 PM AT ST FRANCIS CHURCH. THORNDON AVENUE, WEST HORNDON, BRENTWOOD. 
In the chair:  

Councillor Lister 
Present:

Councillors Hannah, Houghton, Keefe and Marchant  
Also attending:
Cllr Marsh (BBC) and eight members of the public 

Clerk:
Mr K Harding
PUBLIC FORUM

No items were raised. 

24/135

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND DECLARATION/NATURE OF INTERESTS
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Foan, McKinlay (ECC), Murphy (BBC) & Petty. Cllrs Foan, McKinlay (ECC) and Murphy (BBC) were unable to attend for personal reasons and Cllr Petty was not present due to work commitments. 

No declaration of interests had been received.
24/136

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 25th JULY 2024 

This matter was postponed to the next Parish Council meeting.

24/137

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 26th SEPTEMBER 2024
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 26th September 2024 were authorised as a true record.

[Proposed Cllr Hannah, Seconded Cllr Keefe – All in favour]
It was agreed that due to public interest Item 24/148 would be moved forward on the agenda. 

24/148

THURROCK BOROUGH PLANNING APPLICATION NO. 24/01051/OUT: PROPOSED 


HORNDON ST. MARY’S DEVELOPMENT – Cllr Houghton

This application was for outline planning permission to build a major development on land directly south of West Horndon Railway Station.  While some street notices had been placed with West Horndon, no consultation had yet taken place with local residents or statutory consultation with West Horndon Parish Council. The Parish Councillors understood that Brentwood Borough Council (BBC) had been directly approached for comments on the proposed development. 

There was considerable confusion regarding the deadline date for submitting comments on the application. Following discussion with Thurrock Council, it was understood that due to the nature of the application and what had been requested that mistakes had been made in determining the minimum consultation period.  Thurrock Council had agreed to re-advertise the application and the deadline for the submission of observations on the proposed development was now understood to be 29th November 2024. Parish Councillors were keen that local residents were encourage to submit their objections in respect of the planning application. To this end information regarding the proposed development would be posted on local social media sites and the Parish Council website. 
Parish Councillors agreed that it would be desirable to hold a public meeting in order that local residents could voice their concerns over the proposed development and the Parish Council could give its stance regarding the application. Information on how views could be forwarded to Thurrock Council would also be provided. It was agreed that the Parish Councillors would liaise further to determine how to progress matters.  
{Action – Parish Council} 
Cllr Hannah left the meeting at 8.00 pm.

Mention was also made of new Data Centre proposed for construction in the London of Havering close to the border of North Ockendon with Thurrock Borough.  It was agreed that the present status of this application would be investigated. 
24/138
COMMUNITY ISSUES – Cllr Houghton 


It was commented that as a result of the damaged ‘No Entry’ sign in front of the shops in Chafford Gardens a number of vehicles were entering the parking area illegally from Station Road.  However, of greater concern was the significant number of drivers who chose to park directly in front of Morrisons store on the pavement.  The Clerk had written to Gates & Parish seeking permission to install a new metal planter to prevent this from happening.  A response was awaited. 

24/139
CCTV CAMERAS – Cllr Keefe

Cllr Keefe advised that he had spoken with Ricci Fothergill of RMC and a site meeting would be held at the Village Hall to verify the number, type and location for the new cameras. Ricci Fothergill had recently confirmed that the cameras would be monitored in the Brentwood Control Room on a twenty four hour, seven days a week basis.  Some doubts persisted that this would happen and it would be verified at the site meeting whether it was prudent to consider the purchase of any fixed as well as remote controlled cameras. 

24/140
PARK UPDATE – Clerk
It was confirmed that a Tree Condition Survey had been undertaken and estimates were being secured for the maintenance work identified within the Survey report to be undertaken.  It was verified that the dead tree noted in the minutes of the September 2024 Parish Council meeting had been commented on in the Survey report. 

{Action – Clerk}

It was agreed that contact would be made with BBC regarding the documentation setting out the Parish Council’s responsibilities in respect of West Horndon Park and seeking clarification on the meeting of costs regarding maintenance of the grounds and play equipment. 

{Action - Clerk} 
24/141
PARISH NEWSLETTER – Clerk
Following discussion, it was confirmed that another Parish Newsletter would not be issued prior to the end of 2024.  As the Newsletter printed closest to Christmas usually had as its lead article details of the Christmas Tree Lighting Event, it was agreed that this would be advertised by means of the usual banner affixed to the Village Hall railings, notices displayed on the Parish Noticeboards, and information released on social media and included on the Parish Council website.  

24/142

CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING EVENT 2024 – Cllr Lister

Cllr Lister advised that arrangements for the Christmas Tree Lighting Event were progressing well.  The Salvation Army had confirmed that its band would be playing at the event and it was agreed that an invitation would be extended to the Newham/West Horndon Twirlers asking if they would like to perform. Cllr Hannah agreed to purchase the required food and drink and the Clerk was to order the Christmas tree and print sufficient copies of the hymn sheet for those participating in the communal singing.  The Clerk also undertook to contact the Citizen of the Year 2024 regarding the switching on of the Christmas tree lights. 

{Action – Cllr Hannah and Clerk}

24/143
HIGHWAYS UPDATE – Cllr Houghton & Clerk
Cllr McKinlay (ECC) had confirmed that the volunteer action team she organised would undertake the painting of the white gates at the entrance to West Horndon Village in Station Road. 
It was noted that the NATs Team would shortly be visiting West Horndon.  Parish Councillors were asked to forward details of tasks which could be carried out by the NATS Team to the Clerk in order that a detailed list could be prepared for forwarding to Cllr Marsh (BBC). 

{Action - Clerk}
Cllr Houghton noted that for a driver travelling from the A128, and entering the village via Station Road, three different speed limits applied.  50 mph was in place on the A128.  This changed to the national speed limit (70 mph) when entering Station Road and 30 mph in Station Road once past the white gates at the entrance to the Village.  She felt that the part of Station Road where the national speed limit applied encouraged motorists to speed when entering or leaving West Horndon.  She asked that Cllr McKinlay (EEC) be written to requesting that the speed limits be investigated to see whether a lower speed limit for that part of Station Road outside the entrance gates could be introduced.  
{Action - Clerk}
24/144

PROGRESS REPORT – Clerk 

Cllr Marsh (BBC) was thanked for her continued communication with Emma Goodings, BBC Director of Place regarding the lack of enforcement action being taken in respect of works at 7, Dunmow Gardens. This prompted discussion on the untidy appearance of this property and the parking problems being experienced as it appeared to be house of multiple occupation. 

Progress against other actions was shown in the distributed report.  Many actions had a bearing on items being dealt with on the agenda.  Where appropriate any information discovered would be disclosed under the relevant agenda headings.  

24/145

FINANCE – Responsible Financial Officer 

It was reported that the review of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR) for the year ended 31st March 2024 had been concluded.  The external auditor had issued its report stating that the information disclosed was in accordance with proper practices and no other matters giving cause for concern had arisen. 

The following financial matters had occurred during the month:

(a) A new computer had been purchased by the Parish Council for office purposes to replace the present aging laptop which was nearing the end of its economic life.
(b) Arrangements had been made for the annual Data Protection Fee to be paid by direct debit.

(c) Details had been received of the Local Government Pay Award with effect from 1st April 2024 and approval to implement this was sought. 

Approval was given in respect of all of these matters. 

[Proposed Cllr Keefe, Seconded Cllr Lister – All in favour]
The payments for October 2024 totalling £3,704.10 including VAT were approved with one exception.  It was requested that further information in respect of one of the invoices received from Bob Duffin be sought. 
[Proposed Cllr Lister, Seconded Cllr Keefe – All in favour]

{Action – Clerk}

The budget/spend analysis for 2024/25 to date was noted. 

The bank reconciliation as at 9th October 2024 was noted.

24/146

PLANNING UPDATE – Cllr Lister   

24/01002/HHA – 144, Thorndon Avenue, West Horndon – A single storey rear extension.  

The Parish Councillors agreed that the proposed works would not impact neighbouring properties and that no objections should be raised.   

[Proposed Cllr Lister, Seconded Cllr Houghton – All in favour]
{Action – Clerk}

24/147
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN/LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN – Cllr Lister

There were no matters to report. 
24/149

DELEGATED AUTHORITY – Clerk

The following actions had been undertaken under delegated authority since the Parish Council meeting held on 26th September 2024

Approval of four invoices for payment in early October 2024 totalling £1,191.25

Planning Application No. 24/00985/HHA – 82, Station Road, West Horndon.  Construction of a single storey front porch, a flank dormer window and a first floor rear extension.   

The Parish Councillors agreed that no objections should be raised in respect of the proposed works.  Comments were forwarded on 20th October 2024.

24/150

DIARY NOTE 

The Diary Note was acknowledged.  
24/151

REPORTS 
A report summarising planning applications dealt with by the Parish Council during 2023 and 2024 had previously been circulated to the Parish Councillors and was noted.  

24/152
 
CORRESPONDENCE LIST 

The correspondence list for October 2024 had been circulated to the Parish Councillors and was noted. 
24/153
 
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
No items were put forward. 
24/154
 
NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of West Horndon Parish Council is planned to take place on 28th November 2024. 
Kim Harding                                                                                                    19th November 2024

Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer 
