WEST HORNDON PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: - Kim Harding – 27 Cadogan Avenue, West Horndon, Brentwood CM13 3TU
Tel:  07756 962034  E-mail:  whpc.parishclerk@gmail.com   www.westhorndonparishcouncil.org.uk
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WEST HORNDON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 30th JANUARY 2025, AT 7.30 PM AT ST FRANCIS CHURCH. THORNDON AVENUE, WEST HORNDON, BRENTWOOD. 
In the chair:  

Councillor Foan 
Present:

Councillors Hannah, Houghton, Keefe, Lister and Marchant  
Also attending:
Cllr Marsh (BBC) and five members of the public 

Clerk:
Mr K Harding
PUBLIC FORUM

No items were raised. 

25/01

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND DECLARATION/NATURE OF INTERESTS
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Murphy (BBC) & Petty. Cllr Murphy was unwell and Cllr Petty was not present due to work commitments. 

No declaration of interests had been received.
25/02

THURROCK BOROUGH PLANNING APPLICATION NO. 24/01051/OUT: PROPOSED 


HORNDON ST. MARY’S DEVELOPMENT – Cllrs Foan & Houghton

It was noted that a large number of objections had been submitted in respect of this planning application.  There was press coverage of the delivery of a significant number of these objections to Cllr Watson at Thurrock Borough Council offices on 6th December 2024.  The Parish Council’s letter of objection was submitted on 9th December 2024.  Some utilities had submitted updated responses.  Details were awaited from Thurrock Borough Council regarding consideration of all comments received and when the planning application was likely to be presented at a Planning Committee for discussion.  

It was agree that the Clerk would write to Elizabeth Reynolds at the Thurrock Planning Offices seeking clarification on (a) progress to date; and (b) who would be entitled to speak at the Planning Committee meeting when a decision regarding the application would be made. 

{Action – Clerk)

Cllr Houghton advised that a local resident had offered to provide pro bono services if it proved necessary for legal advice/support to be needed should the planning application go to appeal.  The resident was to be invited to the next meeting of the working group.  Cllr Houghton agreed to co-ordinate matters. 
{Action – Cllr Houghton}

25/03

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 25th JULY 2024 

This matter was postponed to the next Parish Council meeting.  It was noted that this matter had now been outstanding for some time and it was agreed that the Clerk would write to Cllr Petty seeking details on when the minutes of the meeting held on 25th July 2024 were likely to be circulated. 
(Action – Clerk}

25/04

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 28th NOVEMBER 2024
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 28th November 2024 were authorised as a true record.

[Proposed Cllr Foan, Seconded Cllr Lister – All in favour]
25/05
COMMUNITY ISSUES – Cllr Houghton & Clerk

Concern was expressed over a car regularly parked illegally in front the new restaurant in Station Road.  This was causing congestion and affecting the safety sight line for drivers exiting Thorndon Avenue into Station Road. It was understood the vehicle was owned by someone working at the restaurant.  It was agreed that the situation would be monitored.  The restaurant was also noted as having been the venue for a recent loud party. 


Gates, Parish & Co. had given permission for the placing of a new planter on the forecourt of the shops in Chafford Gardens.  This would deter drivers from parking vehicles directly in front of Morrisons store.  A decision was required on when the planter should be purchased. 

25/06 
CCTV CAMERAS – Clerk

It was agreed that a reminder would be sent to Ricci Fothergill of RMC seeking details on when the replacement of the CCTV system at the Village Hall would commence. It would also be verified that a BT broadband connection represented the best value for money for transmitting images from the CCTV cameras to the Brentwood Borough Council (BBC) Control Room. 

{Action – Clerk}

25/07
PARK UPDATE – Cllr Houghton & Clerk
Documentation in respect of leases relating to West Horndon Park had been provided by BBC.  However, no other paperwork relating to questions posed by the Parish Council had been provided.  Following discussion it was agreed that the Clerk would write to the Land Registry to verify the authenticity of the 80 year lease assigned to West Horndon Council in respect of West Horndon Park.  Once this was confirmed arrangements would be made for a formal meeting to take place with BBC.  A decision would also be taken on whether legal advice was required. 

{Action – Clerk}

Further estimates in respect of the deep scour of the drainage ditches within West Horndon Park were awaited. 

25/08

CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING EVENT 2024 – Cllr Lister

Cllr Lister advised that the Christmas Tree Lighting Event 2024 had been very successful.  However, it was noted that very few people chose to sing carols around the Christmas tree.  The Salvation Army Band had been booked to play at the 2025 Event and it was agreed that a request for a singer to attend would also be made.  This would hopefully encourage more people to sing. It was also noted that as no extension lead had been available no sound system had been present outside the Village Hall.  This would be rectified for the 2025 Event.  Thanks were given for the display given by the West Horndon/Newham Twirlers.  This was a great success and very well received by those who were present. 

Calcott Hall Farm had advised that it would no longer be able to supply, deliver and collect the Christmas tree.  Details were being provided of another company which could provide the delivery and collection service.  As the Parish Council had expressed its disappointment with the quality of the Christmas tree supplied, a reduction in the price charged for the tree had been given. 
25/09
HIGHWAYS UPDATE – Cllr Houghton & Clerk
Large potholes at the junction of Station Road with Thorndon Avenue, Station Road with the A128, and the service road leading to the forecourt of the shops in Chafford Gardens had been observed.  For the first two of these reports had been made on the Essex Highways website.  The Clerk would write to Gates, Parish & Co. regarding the last mentioned pothole. 

Concern was expressed over the number of vehicles parking on the grass verges.  Due to the present inclement weather this meant that the grass verges quickly turned to mud, and in certain instances this mud was then deposited on the footpath.  This was a safety hazard.  In respect of 18, Cadogan Avenue, which is owned by BBC, it was requested that the Clerk write to the Housing Department seeking assistance in instructing the present occupier to not drive their vehicle over the grass verge to park in the front garden.  Significant deposits of mud were being made on the pavement close to the entrance to West Horndon Park. 
{Action – Clerk}
Considerable surface water flooding had occurred in Station Road over the past month.  It was understood that drainage works to improve the situation were to commence w/c 27th January 2025.  This situation would be monitored. 
25/10

PROGRESS REPORT – Clerk 

Progress against other actions was shown in the distributed report.  Many actions had a bearing on items being dealt on the agenda.  Where appropriate any information discovered would be disclosed under the relevant agenda headings.  

25/11

FINANCE – Responsible Financial Officer 

Renewal of membership of the Essex Field Club was approved. 

[Proposed Cllr Foan, Seconded Cllr Hannah – All in favour]
The payments for January 2025 totalling £2,894.82 including VAT were approved. 
[Proposed Cllr Foan, Seconded Cllr Lister – All in favour]

{Action – Clerk}

The budget/spend analysis for 2024/25 to date was noted. 

The bank reconciliation as at 30th December 2024 was noted.

25/12

BUDGET AND PRECEPT REPORT – Responsible Financial Officer 

The Clerk provided an explanation of what the implications would be on the Council Tax for a Band D Property for a £1,000 or £2,000 increase in the precept demand for West Horndon Parish Council in 2025/26.  A revised forecast expenditure outturn figure for 2024/25 of £43,567.39 had previously been notified to West Horndon Parish Councillors.  It was acknowledged that this would reduce the level of reserves held by the Parish Council.  The forecast expenditure outturn coupled with (a) forecast expected income during the forthcoming financial year of £40,589.45; (b) the retention of a £30,000 general reserve by the Parish Council for Park improvements and Local Development Plan/Neighbourhood Plan (LDP/NP) expenditure; and (c) the creation of a contingency fund of £2,260.88; allowed an expenditure budget of £65,000 for 2025/26 to be recommended for acceptance.  It was agreed that within this sum budget allocations would be revised from 2024/25 levels to best suit known areas of increased/desired expenditure e.g. Administration and West Horndon Park.

[Proposed Cllr Lister, Seconded Cllr Houghton – All in favour]

Following lengthy discussion, it was agreed that to finance the approved budget, and in recognition of rising prices, the precept requirement for West Horndon Parish for 2025/26 should rise by £2,000 to £36,000.  This sum would be notified to BBC by the required date of 31st January 2025.  It was suggested that the precept should increase by a higher level to create extra funds to meet expected legal fees associated with any appeal in respect of the proposed Horndon St Marys development.  As the scale of any legal fees to be incurred was not known at this time this was rejected by a majority of the Parish Councillors. 
[Proposed Cllr Houghton, Seconded Cllr Lister – Five in favour, one abstention]

{Action – Clerk}
25/13

INTERNAL AUDIT ARRANGEMENTS 2024/25 – Responsible Financial Officer 

The Clerk undertook to make enquiries of the EALC regarding the availability of auditors to carry out the internal audit for West Horndon Parish Council for 2024/25.  He would report his finding to the Parish Councillors. 
{Action – Clerk}

At 9.30 pm it was agreed that Standing Orders in respect of formal meetings lasting a maximum of two hours would be suspended. 

[Proposed Cllr Foan, Seconded Cllr Lister – All in favour] 

25/14

PLANNING UPDATE – Cllr Foan  

24/01436/HHA – 166, Thorndon Avenue, West Horndon – Removal of the existing conservatory and erection of a single storey extension at the rear of the property.   

The Parish Councillors thought the extension was large.  However, it was agreed that no objections would be raised unless concerns were expressed by residents from neighbouring properties.   

[Proposed Cllr Foan, Seconded Cllr Houghton – All in favour]
{Action – Clerk}

25/00007/S192 – 74, Thorndon Avenue, West Horndon – Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for a Proposed Use or Development for a loft conversion with a rear dormer and three velux roof lights. 

The Parish Councillors agreed that providing the proposed works were in accordance with the permitted development regulations then no objections should be raised.    

[Proposed Cllr Foan, Seconded Cllr Lister – All in favour]
{Action – Clerk}

25/00008/HHA – 74, Thorndon Avenue, West Horndon – Proposed front dormer and loft conversion. 

The Parish Councillors agreed that no objections should be raised in respect of the proposed works.     

[Proposed Cllr Foan, Seconded Cllr Lister – All in favour]
{Action – Clerk}

25/15
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN/LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN – Cllr Foan

There were no matters to report. 
25/16

PARISH NEWSLETTER – Clerk



It was agreed that every effort should be made for a Parish Newsletter to be published 


within the coming two months. 

25/17

DELEGATED AUTHORITY – Clerk

The following actions had been undertaken under delegated authority since the Parish Council meeting held on 28th November 2024

Approval of expenditure for December 2024 totalling £3,524.83 including VAT. 

Planning Application No. 24/00989/HHA – 133, Thorndon Avenue, West Horndon.  Demolition of the existing garage and the construction of a single storey side and rear extension.  The formation of a new gable end to the roof including rear and front dormers in the existing and new loft area. 
The Parish Councillors had no objections regarding the proposed works.  However, it was noted that (a) parking space at the front of the property would be reduced by the demolition of the garage; and (b) the rear extension would result in some loss of light during morning hours and the early afternoon for the adjoining property at 131, Thorndon Avenue.  Should the occupant/owner of 131, Thorndon Avenue complain on this matter then the Parish Council would offer support. Comments were forwarded on 9th December 2024. 
Planning Application No. 24/01235/FUL – 37, Station Road, West Horndon. 
Subdivision of the existing outlet to create a barber shop, with new door access to the existing premises. 
West Horndon Parish Councillors had no objections to the proposed works.  

Nevertheless, they did wish it to be noted that the demand for parking in the vicinity of the new shop was likely to increase and this could result in some traffic congestion.  Comments were submitted on 7th January 2025.

Planning Application No. 24/01433/HHA – 131, Thorndon Avenue, West Horndon.
Demolition of the existing single storey rear extension and construction of a new single storey rear extension. 

The Parish Councillors noted that the proposed new single storey rear extension was larger in size to the extension to be demolished.  However, it was not thought that this would significantly affect the daylight reaching neighbouring properties. Therefore, no objections to the proposed works were submitted.  Comments were submitted on 25th January 2025. 
25/18

DIARY NOTE 

The Diary Note was acknowledged.  
25/19

REPORTS 
A report summarising planning applications dealt with by the Parish Council during 2024 and 2025 had previously been circulated to the Parish Councillors and was noted.  
25/20
 
CORRESPONDENCE LIST 

The correspondence list for January 2025 had been circulated to the Parish Councillors and was noted. 
25/21
 
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
No items were put forward. 
25/22
 
NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of West Horndon Parish Council is planned to take place on 27th February 2025. 
Kim Harding                                                                                                    17th February 2025
Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer 
