WEST HORNDON PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: - Kim Harding – 27 Cadogan Avenue, West Horndon, Brentwood CM13 3TU
Tel:  07756 962034  E-mail:  whpc.parishclerk@gmail.com   www.westhorndonparishcouncil.org.uk
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WEST HORNDON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 28th NOVEMBER 2024, AT 7.30 PM AT ST FRANCIS CHURCH. THORNDON AVENUE, WEST HORNDON, BRENTWOOD. 
In the chair:  

Councillor Foan 
Present:

Councillors Hannah, Houghton, Keefe, Lister and Marchant  
Also attending:
Eight members of the public 

Clerk:
Mr K Harding
PUBLIC FORUM

It was noted that the bushes at the eastern end of West Horndon Park, close to the bridge, needed to be pruned.  Also, the drainage ditches still needed to receive a deep scour.  This despite water flow seeming to be at a reasonable level during and following the recent heavy rainfall.  It was agreed the Clerk would write to the Park maintenance company reminding it of the need to provide an estimate for the clearing of the drainage ditches. 
{Action – Clerk}

24/155

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND DECLARATION/NATURE OF INTERESTS
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Baldock (BBC), Marsh (BBC), McKinlay (ECC), Murphy (BBC) & Petty. Cllrs Baldock and Marsh were unable to attend due to the need to be present at another meeting.  Cllr McKinlay was absent for family reasons and Cllr Murphy was unwell.  Cllr Petty was not present due to work commitments. 

No declaration of interests had been received.
24/156

THURROCK BOROUGH PLANNING APPLICATION NO. 24/01051/OUT: PROPOSED 


HORNDON ST. MARY’S DEVELOPMENT – Cllr Houghton

Cllr Houghton became aware that the outline planning application for the proposed Horndon St. Mary’s development had been validated by Thurrock Council due to a Facebook post.  She then advised Parish Councillors and the local community accordingly.  Consultation by Thurrock Council was poor and study of the public notice displayed at the railway station and information shown on line revealed that different deadline dates for the forwarding of comments where being shown.  Attempts to ensure a comprehensive consultation with West Horndon residents have been made.  However, contact with individual addresses within the Parish remains limited.  Due to the efforts made by a concerned group of residents, knowledge about the planned development is spreading.  This has increased since the Public Meeting held at the Village Hall on 14th November 2024.  Anger over the proposed closure of the Station Road/St. Mary’s Lane road bridge to all but pedestrians, cycles and buses continues to grow due to the impact it will have on local residents. 

A working group has been formed with Paul Shirra agreeing to act as Chair. The group met for the first time on 27th November 2024 and represents a good mix of skills to maintain the campaign to ensure the Horndon St. Mary’s development is not realised.  It is intended the group will work alongside the Parish Council. The next meeting is scheduled to take place on 11th December 2024.  The working group is compiling a list of key individuals to seek support from, and is also looking at promotional events and photo opportunities 
The Parish Council has written letters to Alex Burghart MP, James McMurdock MP and the two Orsett Ward Councillors.  The deadline for the submission of the Parish Council’s response to the consultation exercise was 6th December 2024.  However, due to problems associated with the Thurrock planning portal, it is understood that this has been extended by a further twelve days. 

Study of the documentation provided by the developer shows that the presently proposed development is envisaged as the first stage in the construction of a major conurbation stretching from Bulphan in the south to the A127 in the north.  This town is expected to comprise of at least 10,000 homes. 

Letters of objections and petitions are presently being delivered to all homes in West Horndon. Collection boxes for the posting of completed forms are held at Jacksons and St. Francis Church foyer.  It is planned for all completed documentation to be taken to Thurrock Council Offices on 6th December 2024 to be delivered to Cllr Lee Watson by hand. 

It is highly unlikely that any decision regarding the application will be taken under delegated authority.  As all submissions from statutory consultees will need to be carefully considered, it is unlikely that the case will be discussed at a Planning Committee meeting before March 2025; and it is possible that it may be later. 

It was recognised that the present ongoing discussions regarding future medical facilities within the West Horndon area were causing confusion. 

Cllr Houghton was thanked for all her efforts in leading on this matter to date.  The volunteers who were taking the objection letters and petitions around local homes for signing were also thanked for their hard work. 

24/167

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 25th JULY 2024 

This matter was postponed to the next Parish Council meeting.

24/158

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 31st OCTOBER 2024
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 31st October 2024 were authorised as a true record.

[Proposed Cllr Lister, Seconded Cllr Hannah – All in favour]
24/159
COMMUNITY ISSUES – Cllr Houghton 

Due to concern expressed over the significant number of drivers who chose to park directly in front of Morrisons store, the Clerk had written to Gates & Parish.  This was to seek permission to install a new metal planter to prevent vehicles parking on the pavement. As a response was still awaited a reminder would be sent.
{Action – Clerk} 

24/160 
CCTV CAMERAS – Cllr Keefe

A revised quotation had been received from Ricci Fothergill of RMC.  This included the option of having ANPR cameras installed in Station Road and Thorndon Avenue.  Following discussion it was agreed that the replacement of the present CCTV system at the village hall should proceed and the possibility of having ANPR cameras installed would be revisited in 2025. 

[Proposed Cllr Lister, Seconded Cllr Hannah – All in favour]
{Action – Clerk}

24/161
PARK UPDATE – Cllr Houghton & Clerk
Cllr Houghton verified that she had studied the three documents held by the Parish Council which purported to set out its responsibilities in respect of West Horndon Park.  As was known, these documents were drafts.  Despite requesting copies of the actual signed documents from BBC these had not been supplied and there was some doubt whether they actually existed.  Cllr Houghton had attempted to trace evidence of the lease of the land on which the Park stood to the Parish Council without success.  There was no entry for this with the Land Registry.  This situation called into question whether the lease was still in operation.  Also, the role of the Parish Council in terms of maintaining and dealing with health and safety issues for the Park. It was agreed that the Clerk would write to Russell Clinker at BBC pointing out the lack of documentation verifying the Parish Council’s responsibilities in respect of the Park.  The correspondence would be copied to Jonathan Stephenson and the Ward Councillors. 

{Action – Clerk}

Two estimates had been received for undertaking the maintenance work identified as needing to be undertaken following the recent Tree Condition Survey.  As evidence of Oak Processionary Moth (OPM) had been noted during the survey, the Parish Council deemed it imperative that treatment of this problem was undertaken.  Following enquiries, information was awaited from Essex Tree Care Limited that it would carry out suitable works to eradicate the presence of OPM. . 

{Action – Clerk}

24/162

CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING EVENT 2024 – Cllr Lister

Cllr Lister advised that arrangements had been made with Debbie Richardson for the Twirlers to perform at the Christmas Event. This would happen following the lighting of the Christmas tree when local residents returned to the Village Hall.  Cllr Foan had agreed to act as Master of Ceremonies.  It was confirmed that all monies received in respect of the raffle and in donations for food and drink supplied would be given to the Salvation Army in recognition of its band playing at the event. 

There was some disappointment with the quality of the Christmas tree supplied and it was agreed that this would be conveyed to Calcott Hall Farm when arrangements were made for the tree to be collected. 

{Action – Clerk}

24/163
HIGHWAYS UPDATE – Cllr Houghton & Clerk
It was noted that during the recent heavy rainfall flooding of Station Road had occurred.  It was understood that this matter had been resolved following the clearance of the drains on the A128 upon the completion of the road enhancement works.  The situation would be kept under review. 
24/164

PROGRESS REPORT – Clerk 

The Clerk would send reminder emails to the local residents who had indicated that they were prepared to water the new trees to see if they were still interested in participating in the scheme operated by BBC. 
{Action – Clerk}

Progress against other actions was shown in the distributed report.  Many actions had a bearing on items being dealt on the agenda.  Where appropriate any information discovered would be disclosed under the relevant agenda headings.  

24/165

FINANCE – Responsible Financial Officer 

It was approved that the cost of hiring the Christabella Wing of St. Francis Church for the first meeting of the working group dealing with the proposed Horndon St. Mary’s development would be met from Parish Council funds. 

[Proposed Cllr Lister, Seconded Cllr Hannah – All in favour]
The payments for November 2024 totalling £4,543.41 including VAT were approved. 
[Proposed Cllr Lister, Seconded Cllr Hannah – All in favour]

{Action – Clerk}

The budget/spend analysis for 2024/25 to date was noted. 

The bank reconciliation as at 1st November 2024 was noted.


At 9.30 pm it was agreed that Standing Orders in respect of formal meetings lasting a maximum of two hours would be suspended. 

[Proposed Cllr Foan, Seconded Cllr Lister – All in favour] 

24/166

PLANNING UPDATE – Cllr Foan  

24/00893/HHA – 157, Thorndon Avenue, West Horndon – A single storey rear extension and alterations to the roof to allow an extension to the rear box dormer and the addition of two gable roofed dormers to the front.  Also, the addition of a front porch and removal of a chimney. .  

The Parish Councillors agreed that the proposed works would not impact neighbouring properties and that no objections should be raised.   

[Proposed Cllr Foan, Seconded Cllr Houghton – All in favour]
{Action – Clerk}

24/01197/ADV – Unit 3A, London Brentwood Commercial Park, Old Tilbury Road, West Horndon – Advertisement consent for one internally illuminated totem sign. 

The Parish Councillors agreed that no objections should be raised but would request the hours of illumination for the sign were limited to evening hours to avoid disturbance to local residents.  A switch off time of 11.00 pm was suggested.   

[Proposed Cllr Foan, Seconded Cllr Lister – All in favour]
{Action – Clerk}

24/167
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN/LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN – Cllr Foan

There were no matters to report. 
24/168

DELEGATED AUTHORITY – Clerk

The following actions had been undertaken under delegated authority since the Parish Council meeting held on 31st October 2024

Arrangements made for the Data Protection Fee payable to the Information Commissioner’s Office to now be made by Direct Debit. 

Planning Application No. 24/01155/ADV – Unit 3A, London Brentwood Commercial Park, Old Tilbury Road, West Horndon.  Erection of three illuminated fascia logo signs.   

As other units on the London Brentwood Commercial Park had received approval for the erection of illuminated signs affixed to external walls, the Parish Councillors realised that it was probably futile to object to the large number of signs now in place and the disruption during the evening and night hours this caused local residents in terms of light pollution. However, the Parish Council did ask why it was thought necessary for three lights to be installed in this instance and that the hours of operation for the lights be limited to the evening and switch off at say 11.00 pm.  Comments were sent to the BBC Planning Department on 13th November 2024. 
24/169

DATES FOR PARISH COUNCIL & GROUP MEETINGS IN 2025 – Clerk 

Suggested dates for the holding of West Horndon Parish Council and Group meetings in 2025 were circulated.  These were approved. 

[Proposed Cllr Foan, Seconded Cllr Lister – All in favour]
24/170

DIARY NOTE 

The Diary Note was acknowledged.  
24/171

REPORTS 
A report summarising planning applications dealt with by the Parish Council during 2023 and 2024 had previously been circulated to the Parish Councillors and was noted.  
24/172 
CORRESPONDENCE LIST 

The correspondence list for November 2024 had been circulated to the Parish Councillors and was noted. 
24/173
 
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
No items were put forward. 
24/174
 
NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of West Horndon Parish Council is planned to take place on 30th January 2025. 
Kim Harding                                                                                                    12th December 2024
Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer 
