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1500 Homes bombshell for 
West Horndon
The release of the Borough’s long 
awaited Local Development Plan is a 
potential disaster for West Horndon 
with the loss of greenbelt and gypsy/
traveller pitches proposed!
Although the document is at this point in draft and 
a public consultation period has now started, West 
Horndon has been singled out as a “strategic site” 
for development within the Borough. The draft 
proposal is for up to 1500 new homes as part of a 
“mixed-use” development across three sites within 
the Parish.

Both industrial sites, brown field locations, are earmarked for 250 properties each, with the biggest bombshell 
being the taking back of four greenbelt fields to the North of Petresfield Close and the West of Thorndon Avenue 
to accommodate 1000 new homes.

This size of development if realised, would without any doubt destroy the village as we know it.  In fact the village 
would be no more we would become a small town. The character of our Parish would be destroyed; the very 
choice that we made to live in a small community would be taken away from us.

We are being set-up to take 43% of the entire Borough’s proposal for new homes, why? Whilst there is some 
merit in moving the industrial sites to a location with dramatically better transport access, any loss of greenbelt 
should be vehemently opposed. Existing infrastructure simply could not cope and whilst the promise of new 
infrastructure is part of the plan, when would this element be delivered?

No development within the Parish is unrealistic but what must be an option is for us to have a greater input into 
what we want and where we want it!

The LDP sets out a specific “core policy” (CP4) for West Horndon and if passed this would be the core policy by 
which all future development within the Parish is set against. After singling out West Horndon as an “opportunity 
area”, the second paragraph of the CP4 begins “West Horndon could give rise to further capacity”! In other 
words once we have removed your greenbelt land we will develop you as much as we want.

A further concern to the Parish is the proposal for a minimum 14 pitches for gypsy/travellers to be sited at a yet 
un-named location. However, given the Borough will need to meet a provision of 44 pitches and 20 have been 
allocated to other Parishes, the likelihood is the number for West Horndon could increase to 24!

Following its release there is now an open public consultation period. This runs from 24th July until 2nd October 
2013. You can find out more about the local plan and its consultation at www.brentwood.gov.uk/localplan or 
by calling 01277-312620. You can respond directly online using the same web address or by emailing
planning.policy@brentwood.gov.uk – You can also write to Planning Policy Team, Brentwood Borough 
Council, Town Hall, Brentwood, Essex CM15 8AY.

The Parish Council has also set up a dedicated LDP webpage which you will find on the Parish website 
www.westhorndonparishcouncil.org.uk
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Parish Council Action
The Parish Council first became aware of the document on the 10th July when it was voted on at the Town Hall. It was 
a fully public document as of the 24th July but in the meantime the Parish Council worked hard to get the Borough 
to attend its July meeting and put a copy of the document on the Parish website. Only 24 hours after the document 
“going live” a presentation was given by the Borough here in West Horndon. A presentation given by the Borough 
where the Head of Planning Jennifer Candler failed to turn up, officers turned up without the equipment to give a visual 
presentation, no copies of the LDP for the Parish Councillors and no handouts for members of the public!

Residents should not be left in any doubt that the Parish Council, our Ward representatives and our County 
representative are united in their opposition to the draft LDP in its current format.

Our plan of action has started will entail and evolve:
• Public meeting for residents at the village hall on 
Monday 19th August from 7.00-9.00pm.
• The forming of an LDP working group consisting of 
residents and Parish Councillors.
• LDP specific community page on facebook.
• LDP specific page on Parish website. http://ldp.
westhorndonparishcouncil.org.uk
• LDP specific email address on Parish website for 
residents to mail questions.
• View the LDP via the Parish website.
• Support for the petition started by residents. Sign up at 
Ash’s store, St Francis or the Railway pub.

• Boxes for resident objections with printed forms positioned at St Francis, Ash’s, McColls and the doctors surgery.
• Contact with all political parties to seek cross-party support. 
• Request for a direct meeting with MP Eric Pickles. • Planning Legal Advice.
• Local press engagement. • National press engagement. • Protected species survey.
• Attendance at the Borough’s road show 14th September outside the village hall 9.30-2.00. (This event is a Brentwood 
Borough Council event).
• Parish Council meeting 26th September 7.30pm Christabella Wing with the Brentwood planning department 
attendance.

Consultation Response
Please be aware the Borough has made clear that any objections raised must be evidenced based! On this basis, 
responses giving reasons simply as “I don’t want any development”, “not in my backyard”, “why 1500 homes why not 
300?”, “the drainage couldn’t cope”, “we will need a new school” and so on and so on, simply won’t be considered. 
Any response has to be justified with a reason why!

This is why we will have the public meeting on the 19th August to listen to and list your questions and concerns. We 
are well aware that the community has many questions to ask, serious relevant questions, and working together we 
will help to “justify” our measured and educated responses. The August meeting aside, as mentioned above will be an 
open opportunity for discussion but please use the LDP email address on the Parish website or telephone the Clerk 
with your questions.

Residents around the village are already working hard via the community page on facebook, the petition, the 
poster campaign. Get involved, sign the petition, put your poster up to show your support, join the fight to keep 
West Horndon a village.

Together we CAN make our voice heard. Together we CAN make a difference!



Solar Panel Application gets go-ahead
A first for West Horndon, a first for Brentwood. A solar panel 
application for Cheale Meats has been given the go-ahead following 
the recent planning & development committee overturning the refusal 
recommendation by the Borough’s planning officers.

The new installation will provide electricity to power refrigeration at 
the abattoir at Orchard Farm. The £300,000 investment will generate 
around 229,798 kWh per year for the business and any excess will 
be sold back to the National Grid. This is the first application of its 
kind in the Borough and designers believe “the photovoltaic system 
at Orchard Farm will be a great flagship project highlighting how the 
technology can be effectively integrated into the operations of the 
business.”

Helen Bryan
I would like to thank everyone who has 
made me and my family so welcome in the 
Village, particularly those of you who came 
on a rather warm muggy evening to formally 
welcome us - thank you.

A little about me … I am married to Charles 
and we have two boys, Thomas, 13 and 
Samuel, 12. I have responsibility for 
Childerditch and Little Warley along with 
West Horndon, I offer two days across the 
parishes plus Sundays. I also work for the 
NHS on Thursdays and Fridays.

Please stop and say hello or give me a 
wave if you see me around and keep an 
eye on our notice board for special services 
and events. We have a tea/coffee morning 
on a Wednesday at around 11am (after 
the service) and on a Saturday morning at 
10:30am, why not come along to one or 
both and say Hello?

How hard can it be?
The Parish Council was only earning 0.1% 
on its deposit account so decided to move 
the funds to gain a better interest rate. This 
was easier said than done as the Parish 
Council is not a business or individual, but is 
classed as a “club”.

A well known high street bank, with a range 
of sports stars promoting its “5-star rated 
customer service”, was found who offered 
2.5% - as long as various hoops could be 
jumped through – which we attempted to do. 

Firstly all the “members of the club” had to 
fill in documents stating names, addresses, 
date of birth, nationality etc. So far so good.

Then the signatories had to take 
identification to a branch, which would then 
be sent to the operating branch in Grays – 
and they managed to lose two Councillors’ 
ID in transit.  So we had to go through the 
identification process again. We then hear 
that the account is open – but it has taken so 
long that the interest rate has now dropped 
to 1.25%. Our Parish clerk then took in a 
cheque for the deposit – to be told that they 
don’t accept cheques over the counter. They 
suggested that she pay it into her own name 
and transfer it from her account !! 

Our Parish Clerk does not operate or sign 
on any accounts but she is the Responsible 
Financial officer, so needs the ability to 
see balances and monitor the accounts. 
The bank agreed to set her up as a “silent 
partner” but then wrote to her to say there 
was a problem and asked her to contact 
them – but when she did call them they 
would not speak to her as there was a 
problem.

It now transpires that they have lost her ID 
as well…..

Time to find another bank we think……

Following the joint campaign by West Horndon and Herongate & Ingrave Parish 
Councils, the bid for Herongate Exchange has been entered into the Essex 
Broadband Development UK process. Our success will be known after the 26th 
September and we understand the response to the “sign-up” campaign put us “top 
of the table” around the County!
So next month it will be known whether we will be able to enjoy the pleasures of 
faster broadband. We will put an update to the website as soon as we know and of 
course in the next newsletter. If successful this will be a great win for a joint project 
between the two Parish Councils and just reward for all the hard work put in by Cllrs. 
Harman (H&I) and Hammond (WH). We then wait for the delivery of the product….

This last academic year has been a monumental 
one for West Horndon Primary School. It’s seen 
us celebrate the schools Golden 50th Anniversary 
and we’ve done it in certainly done it style!

On Saturday 6th July we were delighted to welcome 
so many old friends of the school to our 50th 
Birthday Party. A great time was had by all and it was 
a privilege to show so many former pupils around 
and to show off the change we have made. 

This year has also seen the school inspected by OFSTED and we are 
delighted with our GOOD grading along with the recognition of the 
OUTSTANDING behaviour of our pupils.

This is never more evident than when we welcome senior citizens from 
the community to our annual Harvest Festival, Nativity and School Show 
performances. Watch out in the new academic year for next year’s 
performance dates!

Other major successes this year for the school have included record 
SATS results for our year six pupils. They have been a fantastic cohort 
and we all wish them all the best for the future. We look forward to 
hearing about their new endeavours in the years to come! 

This year we have also introduced regular forest school lessons for pupils 
throughout the school. I would like to publicly thank Silvia and Bernard, 
along with their team at Barnards farm for their generosity in allowing us 
to use part of their grounds for the Forest School Sessions. 

Finally, you may have heard or indeed seen that we have purchased a 
red double decker bus to celebrate the 50th anniversary. If you have any 
skill, contacts or expertise that could help us renovate the interior (for 
free!) we would be delighted to hear from you. We would be especially 
excited to hear from anyone who could lay flooring on the top deck, re 
upholster the seats, make curtains or paint the inside for us! If you can 
help please contact Mrs Curtis in the school office. 

From all at the school have a great and safe summer and we look 
forward to seeing you all in September! 

Best wishes, Matt O’Grady Headteacher. 

High Speed 
Broadband to be 
decided soon!



The next edition covers December/January/February if you have anything you want included please advise the Parish Clerk 
on whpc.parishclerk@gmail.com or drop it into Tony Crowley at 2 Cadogan by the beginning of November.   Thank you.

FALL BACK - SATURDAY/SUNDAY 26th/27th OCTOBER
Once again it is time to go around the house and car putting your 
clocks back by one hour – but the darker evenings will not be with us 
long – for in the middle of December the nights start drawing out again. 

WEST HORNDON W.I. EVENTS
September 18th: Frances Drake her life story
October 16th: More Magic with Paul Clancy

November 20th: Walking forward around Upminster - Richard Moorey
All ladies welcome further details Pat Cross 811296

WEST HORNDON & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Store is open Sunday mornings 10.00-12.00 for all your composts, 
bark, peat, fertiliser, bird seed and much more. We also have loppers 
and scarifier to hire.
31st August is our autumn show, our last show of the year. All are 
welcome to enter including the children a schedule can be collected 
from the stores. Entries can be taken along between 7.00-8.00pm 
Thursday prior to the show or on the morning of the show 
9.00-10.45am.
Please don’t forget the AGM which will take place on 18th October. 
Have a cup of tea or coffee with us and we will tell you how we are 
doing and you can tell us anything different you would like us to do!

WEST HORNDON  
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
PCSO DEBBIE POWIS’s BEAT SURGERY/ DROP-IN 
SESSION – TUESDAY 8th OCTOBER
As I said in the June Village News, Debbie’s first beat 
surgery/drop-in-session went extremely well and we now 
have a date for Debbie’s next beat surgery – VILLAGE HALL 
(DOWNSTAIRS)  10.00 a.m./noon TUESDAY 8th OCTOBER.   
If there is something you want to know or just want to see 
Debbie for a chat, make a date in your diary and come along.

CRIME FIGURES FOR WEST HORNDON - MAY: Unreported 
incident – Thorndon,  3 hanging baskets stolen from outside 
a bungalow – it has also been reported that other hanging 
baskets have gone walk-about. As I warned in the last edition 
of the Village News, thefts from gardens are on the increase 
with teams of persons going round looking for something they 
can sell on.  Another resident who left a plant outside, still in the 
pot, awaiting planting in the garden, came out to find that too 
had disappeared. Attempted burglary: 13th Thorndon, man tried 
putting his arms through a small flap window presumably to see 
if he could open the bigger side window – the resident frightened 
him off. Car theft –end of May, Cadogan, car stolen from front 
of bungalow. JUNE: Car theft – 1st Petresfield, car driven away, 
crashed into two other cars then abandoned car and ran off. 
JULY (to  middle of the month). No reported incidents from either 
our PCSO or my band of residents passing on information. You 
may have noticed recently that one of McColls’ windows was 
smashed. This was due to a car accidentally driving into the 
window, and not due to any break-in, etc.

OUR PCSO DEBBIE POWIS - Debbie frequently drops in for a 
chat and to bring me up-to-date of happenings in and around 
the Village. She told me she is waiting to get a date for her 
admission into hospital for an operation which will mean she 
will be unable to visit our Village and call on residents for a 
few weeks. Her Sergeant Matthew Allsop and Neighbourhood 
Policing Team P.C. Simon Bailey will be covering for Debbie 
but unfortunately will not be able to get into the Village as 
often as Debbie. I will keep you advised as to her progress and 
welcome return to us. If Debbie is unable to attend her beat 
surgery she will get a replacement to come in her place and I 
will post a message on the Neighbourhood Watch notice board 
outside the Village Hall.

SPEED WATCH - I have no further news on speed watch. As 
reported 12 residents are required to carry out this operation, 
if you are interested in helping to set up this operation please 
contact chris.hossack@brentwood.gov.uk.

SECURITY - I realise summer has only just got round to joining 
us but already the nights are drawing in and our thoughts must 
turn to security in our homes. Please when you go out or away 
make sure ALL your doors and windows are locked, leave lights 
timed to come on and go off also perhaps leave a radio playing 
just to make unwanted visitors think there is somebody at home. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS – POLICE – PLEASE TRY FIRST FOR 
ALL ENQUIRIES – 101
This is a non-emergency manned telephone number available 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. This does not replace the 
emergency 999 number – if there is a serious crime, incident, 
serious risk of injury or damage you should dial 999.
PCSO Debbie Powis/Neighbourhood Policing Team 
Direct dial 01277 266896 – Mobile 07896 871008.
You can also e-mail PCSO Deborah Powis on: 
deborah.powis@essex.pnn.police.uk
Brentwood Police Station 01277 262212 or dial 101 and ask 
for Brentwood.  Real emergencies only 999.

Village Hall News
In the last couple of weeks the village hall has taken procession of 
100 new chairs for the main hall downstairs. These were bought with 
a donation from a very resident. When the clubs come back from their 
summer break in September they will notice a number of improvements.
The doors under the stage where the bowls club keep all their equipment 
are going to be replaced. This should make it a lot easier for the club to 
get to their equipment. The floor in the main hall is being re sanded and 
polished. So should look nice and new and none of the splinters that 
have been causing us trouble! The biggest change will be the complete 
refurbishment of the ladies and men’s toilets. This should make the 
toilets a lot more modern and clean.
We hope that all the users of the hall enjoy the improvements we have 
made and thank the hall users for their understanding at having to close 
the hall for 3 weeks in order to carry out the works. We are able to carry 
out these works and improvements by hiring the hall our but also by 
holding quizzes etc to raise money. So please continue to support us.

West Horndon Under Fives is the local preschool which operates 
out of West Horndon Village Hall for all children between the ages of 
2-5 (children in nappies welcome). 
The pre-school is open on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 
mornings for sessions from 9-12pm and Wednesday and Thursday 
afternoons from 12-3pm during the school term. All children share 
access to varied activities throughout the large village hall and to a 
secure enclosed outdoor play area.
We would love to give all local preschool children the opportunity to 
enjoy a safe and exciting environment to play, learn and have tons of 
fun together. With hopes that they will become a small community 
of their own that will grow into village life as they get older.
Contact Dawn or Sharon on 07787 853727 (during opening hours) 
or email: westhorndonunderfivespreschool@yahoo.co.uk or just 
pop in and see us during opening hours. 

West Horndon Under 
Fives Preschool


